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If Ezekiel 36 is speaking of the Zerub/Ezra/Neh return (538/458/444 BC),

what about 168BC, 70AD, 135AD, etc.?
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Key Interpretive Question:
When has this or will this or how will this be fulfilled?
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How could Ezekiel 36:16-24 NOT be speaking
of the Zerub/Ezra/Neh return in vv. 16-247?
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When is this?
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e Under Ezra/Nehemiah?

* During Antiochus IV’s persecutions?
e Under John the Baptist’s ministry?

e Jesus’ ministry?

* During a future millennium?

From what | understand, after the Babylonian exile the Jews are
known to NOT be idolatrous people. It’s the Gentiles who have idols.






When is this?
Ezekiel 36:26
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When is this?

“new heart”

“new spirit”

“heart of flesh”

“my Spirit”

“walk/statutes”

“keep/jdgmnts”

“land”

“covenantal
language”
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When is this?

“new heart”

“new spirit”

“heart of flesh”

“my Spirit”

“walk/statutes”

“keep/jdgmnts”

“land”

“covenantal
language”

What other passage does this sound like?
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Charles Feinberg (p 209)* states “This passage is parallel to Jeremiah 31:31-34 on the
new covenant.”

ESV Jeremiah 31:31-34

31 "Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when | will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant
that | made with their fathers on the day when | took them by the hand to bring them
out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though | was their husband,
declares the LORD. 33 For this is the covenant that | will make with the house of
Israel after those days, declares the LORD: | will put my law within them, and | will
write it on their hearts. And | will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And
no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, 'Know the
LORD,' for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the
LORD. For | will forgive their iniquity, and | will remember their sin no more.”

* Charles Lee Feinberg The Prophecy of Ezekiel: A Commentary (Moody Press: Chicago, 1969).
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Charles Feinberg (p 209)* states “This passage is parallel to Jeremiah 31:31-34 on the
new covenant.”

ESV Jeremiah 31:31-34

31 "Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when | will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant
that | made with their fathers on the day when | took them by the hand to bring them
out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though | was their husband,
declares the LORD. 33 For this is the covenant that | will make with the house of
Israel after those days, declares the LORD: | will put my law within them, and | will
write it on their hearts. And | will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And
no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, 'Know the
LORD,' for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the
LORD. For | will forgive their iniquity, and | will remember their sin no more.”

* Charles Lee Feinberg The Prophecy of Ezekiel: A Commentary (Moody Press: Chicago, 1969).

These verses about the new covenant are quoted in Hebrews 8.
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ESV Hebrews 8:6-8a

6 But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is
enacted on better promises. 7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion to look for a second. 8 For

he finds fault with them when he says:

[Jeremiah 31:31-34 on the new covenant (above) is quoted here]

13 In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish

away.
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ESV Hebrews 8:6-8a

6 But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is
enacted on better promises. 7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion to look for a second. 8 For

he finds fault with them when he says:

[Jeremiah 31:31-34 on the new covenant (above) is quoted here]

13 In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish

away.

It seems that Ezekiel 36:26 (new heart/new spirit) or at least Ezekiel 36:27 (my Spirit/cause to walk in my ways/keep my judgments) is fulfilled in the NT in
the new covenant. And yet Feinberg, who points to Jeremiah as a parallel passage, says of Ezekiel 36:27, “This is the coming of the Holy Spirit upon Israel in

the future, not that at Pentecost” (Feinberg, p 209*)!?
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These verses about the new covenant are quoted in Hebrews 8.

ESV Hebrews 8:6-8a

6 But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is
enacted on better promises. 7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion to look for a second. 8 For
he finds fault with them when he says:

[Jeremiah 31:31-34 on the new covenant (above) is quoted here]

13 In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish
away.

So what do you think about v. 26/27? Ezra, Pentecost, millennium?
Note also v. 28 and the rest of the chapter. Lots about the land, fruitfulness, population growth as well as repentance and holy living.
Verse 33 is key. Is it going back to verse 25 and Ezra/Neh time? Verse 33 is an awkward fit for the 20t century return to the land.
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