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Zorah Gy
z6'ra (NVY, cor'ah; Tapad, Saraa): A Y P i
A city on the border of Dan, between Eshtaol o s i
and Ir-shemesh (Jos_19:41); the birthplace of R ; - , s 0 )
Samson (Jdg_13:2, Jdg_13:25); near here too he f: ol TG CT / Hoe
was buried (Jdg_16:31); from here some Danites h : f.//f" r;_'f';j
went to spy out the land (Jdg_18:2, Jdg_18:11). 5 AT (
InJos_15:33 it is, with Eshtaol, allotted to Judah, & ’ EPHRATM 4777
and after the captivity it was reinhabited by the N\'\ o o '
“children of Judah” (Neh_11:29, the King James & s J e
Version “Zareah”). It was one of the cities v w7 R PR A M NGRS
fortified by Rehoboam (2Ch_11:10). e 7 o :‘f;ﬁ;‘ iy oJerusalen
(International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, 1939) ; o gAztkaly # ;fc ,

Eshtaol < 7
esh’ta-ol (7INRUK, 'eshtd’'ol; Aotaw], Astadl): ~ S5
A town in the Shephelah of Judah named next to = rec, — :
Zorah (Jos_15:33; Jos_19:41). Between these G i
two cities lay Mahaneh-dan (the camp of Dan)
where the Spirit of the Lord began to move JUDAH
Samson (Jdg_13:25), and where he was buried % ) y
(Jdg_16:31). A contingent from Eshtaol formed ( : v
part of the 600 Danites who captured Laish ' 2 ,
(Jdg_18:2, Jdg_18:11).

SIM EON JUDGESHIP OF SAMSON

(International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, 1939) <_:‘ sl su a5

O Philistine wheat fields (Judg. 15:4-5)
Samson brought to Lehi (Judg. 15:14)
<= Samson travels to Gaza (Judg. 16:1)

Samson carries city gates from Gaza to Hebron (Judg. 16:3)

<= Samson taken as prisoner to Gaza (Judg. 16:21)
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Territory of Dan
The portion assigned to Dan adjoined those of
Ephraim, Benjamin and Judah, and lay on the
western slopes of the mountain. The reference
Jdg 5:17 : “And Dan, why did he remain in
ships?” seems to mean that on the West, Dan
had reached the sea. But the passage is one of
difficulty. We are told that the Amorites forced
the children of Dan into the mountain
(Jdg_1:34), so they did not enjoy the richest part
of their ideal portion, the fertile plain between
the mountain and the sea. The strong hand of
the house of Joseph kept the Amorites tributary,
but did not drive them out. Later we find Dan
oppressed by the Philistines, against whom the
heroic exploits of Samson were performed (Jdg
14ff). The expedition of the Danites recorded in
Jdg 18 is referred to in Jos_19:47.

(International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, 1939)

TRIBAL DISTRIBUTION
OF PALESTINE

e City
A Mountain

7] Territory shared by the tribes
of Judah and Simeon

0 15 30 Miles

0 15 30 Kilometers

MEDITERRANEAN

River

SEA ™
‘ I)abgra[h
Sarid ® A Mt Tabor
, Jokneam < Chesullorh
[ Megidde®  ISSACHAR
/ oo 'jezrccl r «
| : _ Ibleam fi Be
| Dothan Mt
s ~ Gilboa
/ JSocoh  WEST/
~MANASSE H
N | £ 5
y
A N |
L\ /
N7 2
Joppa ¢
olod
DAN Rabbah (Amman)
Jabneel o Gc7er AI)'I]OI\ M"P‘h o'
Ekron ® Gibeon 1 a ® Heshbon
o . Kmath Jumm . Ad“""“im
Ashdod Beth-sh \ag Jerusalem \ A Bezer
e + BENJAMIN Mt. Nebo @
Ashkelon o Gath® Bethlehem /’ Medeba
y 2k
Beth-zur® 4 b REUBEN
Gaza g Hebrong f ’ w,; .leon
JUDAH § DEAD Nl rgiis
0 gxdl SEA - » Rive,
/".r., .(-".mr .Zikhg eEshtemoa ’ > . 7:7°%
Sharuhen® Beersheba g ®Arad n
4 '
o ® Hormah i e
¢ Kir-hareseth
SIMEON 2
“ Zér
&,
I 4 7
P
rd Tamar g
2,
e Bozrah
e
P u7
: o Kadesh-
barnea

[3]L0GOS Copyright 2007 Logos Bible Software - www.Jogos.com



The Danite Raid
The story affords a priceless glimpse of the
conditions prevailing in those days. Desiring an
extension of territory, the Danites sent out spies,
who recommended an attack upon Laish, a city
at the north end of the Jordan valley. The
people, possibly a colony from Sidon, were
careless in their fancied security. The land was
large, and there was “no want of anything that
was in the earth.” The expedition of the 600,
their dealings with Micah and his priest, their
capture of Laish, and their founding of an idol
shrine with priestly attendant, illustrate the
strange mingling of lawlessness and superstition
which was characteristic of the time. The town
rebuilt on the site of Laish they called Dan - see
following article. Perhaps 2Ch_2:14 may be
taken to indicate that the Danites intermarried
with the Phoenicians. Divided between its
ancient seat in the South and the new territory
in the North the tribe retained its place in Israel
for atime (1Ch_12:35; 1Ch_27:22), but it played
no part of importance in the subsequent history.
The name disappears from the genealogical lists
of Chronicles; and it is not mentioned among the
tribes in Rev_7:5.

(International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, 1939)
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Samson
Samson was the one great man produced by
Dan, and he seems to have embodied the
leading characteristics of the tribe: unsteady,
unscrupulous, violent, possessed of a certain
grim humor; stealthy in tactics - “a serpent in the
way, an adder in the path” (Gen_49:17) - but
swift and strong in striking - “a lion's whelp, that
leapeth forth from Bashan” (Deu_33:22). Along
with Abel, Dan ranked as a city in which the true
customs of old Israel were preserved (2Sa_20:18
Septuagint).

(International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, 1939)
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Judges 18:4-7
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It is instructive after all of this to compare the Testament of Jacob, Gen 49:16-18:

Dan shall judge (root dyn) his people
as one of the tribes of Israel.

Dan shall be a serpent in the way,
a viper by the path,

that bites the horse’s heels
so that his rider falls backward.

| wait for your salvation, Yahweh!

(Adapted from RSV.) This poetic (and linguistically archaic) treatment of “Dan” is the
mirror image of the prose account of Dan’s instrumentality in heaven’s justice for
Micah, on the way to Dan’s own treacherous achievements elsewhere.

Robert G. Boling, JUDGES (The Anchor Yale Bible; New Haven: Yale University Press, 1974), 265.
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Judges 18:28-31
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NET Bible note: . . : .
% tc Several ancient textual witnesses, including some ﬂ’gngJ ng HQ’D SD)D-DN Dﬂ:? VD’XU:]
LXX MSS and the Vulgate, support the reading "Moses" R 2P0 : - : -
(nwn, mosheh) here. I\%Iany Hgg)rew MSS havega nun (}) ¢ n:?w: D’USND n’: nl?n ’p’ s;
suspended above the name between the first two letters
(nwin), suggesting the name Manasseh (7win,
mnasheh). This is probably a scribal attempt to protect
Moses' reputation. For discussion, see G. F. Moore,
Judges (ICC), 401-2.
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Judges 18:28-31
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Verses 28b—29 and 30b interrupt the flow of the narrative
and are best understood as historical comments in the
Deuteronomic (late preexilic) edition of the book.

Robert G. Boling, JUDGES (The Anchor Yale Bible; New Haven: Yale
University Press, 1974), 265.
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The narrator’s point is that throughout the period of the
judges the cult site at Dan functioned as an apostate
challenge to the true worship of Yahweh. The final note
reiterates that this center was of human design from start
to finish. Micah had made the image, and the Danites
had set it up for themselves.

Block, D. I. (1999). Judges, Ruth (Vol. 6, p. 514). Nashville:
Broadman & Holman Publishers.
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