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Judges 16:4-5

[Offline] : Transition marker ———> ID-’jUg

Genre: Historical Narrative
[Mainline] Wayyigtol ——>

Genre: Hortatory Discourse

[Mainline] Imperative

[Mainline] Imperative

Genre: Predictive Narrative?
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[Offline] Weqatal: Consequence, purpose ——> u?‘n-Js 1nng'N1

Genre: Predictive Narrative?:qgé n§D1 r‘sg W’& 'I':?'IDJ ﬁJn’JR

[Offline] X-Yigtol: Topicalization
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Judges 16:6-7

Genre: Historical Narrative

[Mainline] Wayyigtol

— WRW-HR 9T In8m

Genre: Hortatory Discourse

[Mainline] Imperative

R

Genre: Historical Narrative

7173 g02 N3
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[Mainline] Wayyiqtol

[Mainline] Yigtol

Genre: Predictive Narrative\
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[Offline] Neg of any verb: Irrealis :D'l’&n 'rﬂ&: 7n”‘-n 'Inﬁzjn]

[Mainline] Weqatal

Yigtol + Weqatal series.
In Procedural Discourse (-projection) = repeated/habitual/customary action in past (Rocine p. 206ff)
In Predictive Narrative (+projection) = similar to above but in present/future (Rocine p. 356)
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Genre: Historical Narrative

Judges 16:8-9

[Mainline] Wayyigtol

TR TR D7 D ARIY DRYHS Yo AgIvY

[Offline] Neg of any Veb :Dn; L—‘?Dgnl

[Mainline] Wayyiqtol

(Offine] Particple: Backgrounded actviie 2703 A% W 3R

e PR N

G[eOnf:‘Ti:r;] Verbless Clause: Scene setting WwnY ?[’?STJ D".DW‘?D

Maiine Waptol DTN D
R imn3 hnTrne pn TN

[Offline] Yigtol in dep. Clause: rel. non-past background |,/ 4n9 Vi N-t?!

(maybe Embedded Procedural Discourse; see Rocine p. 210)

[Offline] Neg of any verb: Irrealis /

(“freeze frame”)




Judges 16:10-11
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Genre: HN

Judges 16:10-11

[Mainline] Wayyigtol

Genre: HN

— WRW-HR 9T I08m

[Mainline] Wayyiqgtol

[Mainline] Imperative

[Mainline] Qatal: open an oral HN D’;TD ’sN ﬁ):j'ﬂl ’: ,Dsgn :—un

T)

Genre: Hortatory Discourse :jpgn np; ’s NJJL-H-P.JU :-”31_]

[Mainline] Jussive

/

Genre: HN

[Mainline] Wayyigtol

>

(See verse 7 above.)
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Rocine p. 149ff
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Genre: HN
[Mainline] Wayyiqgtol ——>

[Mainline] Wayyigtol ——>

[Mainline] Wayyigtol ——>

Genre: ?
[Offline] Verbless Clause: Scene setting ——>

Judges 16:12
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[Offline] Participle: Backgrounded activities

[Mainline] Wayyigtol ——>
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Judges 16:13
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Holman Christian Standard Bible (HCSB) footnote:
LXX reads loom and fasten [them] with a pin into the wall and | will
become weak and be like any other man." 14 And while he was
sleeping, Delilah wove the seven braids on his head into the loom.



Judges 16:13
Genre: HN

[Mainline] Wayyigtol ——> nwnw-bx n?é,s.l, WDN.ﬁ]

Genre: HN (see v. 10)

[Mainline] Qatal or X-Qatal: D’:ID ;I?N j;—fnl ’7: Ds-Dn n;ﬁ--u_]

opens an oral HN

Genre: Hort. (see verse 10) WDNn nn: ’27 ,-I-I"Jn
A - ! LAl
Genre: HN N 'y
[Mainline] Wayyigtol ———> C‘ SN WDNJI

:NPRNTDY "WNT NIDoNA YaY N IRnToN

(See verse 7 & 11 above.)

Holman Christian Standard Bible (HCSB) footnote:
LXX reads loom and fasten [them] with a pin into the wall and | will
become weak and be like any other man." 14 And while he was
sleeping, Delilah wove the seven braids on his head into the loom.
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Genre: HN

[Mainline] Wayyigtol

[Mainline] Wayyiqgtol

Genre: ?

Judges 16:14
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[Offline] Verbless Clause: Scene setting

-, TIWURY ToD DnYhs

[Mainline] Wayyiqgtol

s inwn P

[Mainline] Wayyiqtol
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Genre: HN
[Mainline] Wayyigtol F——>

Yigtol: repetitive action in the past

Qatal: attribution

Negative Particle of Existence

X-Qatal: Topicalization

Irrealis w. Qatal

Verbless Clause

Judges 16:15
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As a native speaker of Hebrew Delilah had a number of styles available to her for putting the
pressure on Samson. She could have voiced her complaint as a story, that is, as a series of
events as follows:

Yigtol: repetitive action in the past jnxn T’N
4= <

Qatal: attribution '[’DJUK_*Z

Negative Particle of Existence IR I’N ?[327]
At a1 e

X-Qatal: Topicalization ’2 .D%-Dn b’ngg wz?w n}'

Irrealis w. Qatal HISTORICAL NARRATIVE ,z? n-rJJ_n-Ns]

T
Then you told me

Verbless Clause

1.
2. And you loved me :5171 ?[I'D ekl
3.  Butyour heart forsook me T T
4.  And you mocked me

5. And you kept secrets

The sixth clause does not
translate as an event very well




As a native speaker of Hebrew Delilah had a number of styles available to her for putting the
pressure on Samson. She could have voiced her complaint as a story, that is, as a series of
events as follows:

Yigtol: repetitive action in the past jnxn T’N
4= <

Qatal: attribution '[’DJUI_*Z

Negative Particle of Existence IR I’N ?[327]
At a1 e

X-Qatal: Topicalization ’2 .D%-Dn b’DQD wz?w n}'

Irrealis w. Qatal HISTORICAL NARRATIVE ,z? n-rJJ_n-Ns]

T
Then you told me

Verbless Clause

And you loved me :51'[} ?[UD H{D:_l

And you mocked me

1.
2.
3.  Butyour heart forsook me
4.
5.

And you kept secrets If Delilah would have chosen to
The sixth clause does not complain in this manner she would
translate as an event very well have chosen the series of wayyiqtols.




Then again, there is another kind of discourse that you will learn about in Module Four which
Delilah could have used which may have been a more appropriate choice than the Historical
Narrative.

Yigtol: repetitive action in the past jnxn T’N
4= <

Qatal: attribution '[’DJUK_*{

Negative Particle of Existence IR Z’N ?I':z?]
At a1 e

X-Qatal: Topicalization ’: .Ds-gn b’ngﬂ wz?‘_ry n}'

Irrealis w. Qatal ,27 n-rJJ_n-Ns.‘

T

Verbless Clause 2171:[; ?[DD np;




Procedural Discourse tells how something used to be done in the past. It is usually the
discourse of choice when the writer wanted to describe repeated, habitual action in the past.
It would have been a very appropriate choice for Delilah to stress that Samson kept mocking
her and so forth. In fact, the first form Delilah uses, the yigtol, very often initiates a Procedural
Discourse. Here is how a Procedural Discourse would have sounded:

Yigtol: repetitive action in the past jnxn T’N
4= <

Qatal: attribution '[’DJUI_*Z

Negative Particle of Existence IR I’N ?[327]
At a1 e

X-Qatal: Topicalization ’2 .D%-Dn b’DQD wz?w n}'

Irrealis w. Qatal ,27 n-rJJ_n-Ns]

PROCEDURAL DISCOURSE ’

You kept telling me :STH ?[UD np;

Verbless Clause

1

2 | am a lover of you

3. But you would be a mocker of me
4

5

And your heart would be a forsaker of me
And you would be a keeper of secrets
Again, we will leave the sixth clause out.




However, the mainline verb form of Procedural Discourse is the wegatal, and Delilah does not
use a single weqatal in her speech. Rather, she chooses 5 out of 6 (clauses 2—6) verb forms or
clause types that are stative or adjectival in nature. Her little tirade is more about the kind of
person Samson is than it is about anything he has done once or repeatedly.

Yigtol: repetitive action in the past jnxn T’N
4= <

Qatal: attribution '[’DJUI_*Z

Negative Particle of Existence IR I’N ?[327]
At a1 e

X-Qatal: Topicalization ’2 .D%-Dn b’DQD wz?w n}'

Irrealis w. Qatal ,27 n-rJJ_n-Ns]

PROCEDURAL DISCOURSE ’

Verbless Clause

You kept telling me :STH ?[UD np;

1.

2. lamalover of you

3. But you would be a mocker of me
4.

5.

And your heart would be a forsaker of me
And you would be a keeper of secrets
Again, we will leave the sixth clause out.




However, the mainline verb form of Procedural Discourse is the weqgatal, and Delilah does not
use a single weqatal in her speech. Rather, she chooses 5 out of 6 (clauses 2—6) verb forms or
clause types that are stative or adjectival in nature. Her little tirade is more about the kind of
person Samson is than it is about anything he has done once or repeatedly.

Yigtol: repetitive action in the past jnxn T’N
4= <

Qatal: attribution '[’DJUI_*Z

Negative Particle of Existence IR I’N ?[327]
At a1 e

X-Qatal: Topicalization ’2 .D%-Dn b’DQD wz?w n}'

Irrealis w. Qatal ,27 n-rJJ_n-Ns]

T

Verbless Clause 2171:[; ?[UD np;

Do you remember the initial wayyiqtol of this entire reading? It is 2081 with which the
narrator of the account seems unwilling to do the very thing that Delilah is doing during this
speech—criticize Samson’s character.




EXPOSITORY DISCOURSE

The question therefore remains: If Delilah did not use Historical Narrative or Procedural
Discourse, what kind of discourse did she use. The answer is Expository Discourse. Expository
Discourse is one of the least studied genres because passages of Expository Discourse in the
prose sections of the Hebrew Bible are fairly infrequent and usually quite short. This writer
believes that Expository Discourse is critical to the subject of Biblical Hebrew poetry, but since

this course is devoted only to prose, we won’t spend much time studying Expository
Discourse.




EXPOSITORY DISCOURSE

Recall that a genre is defined by the task it performs and the constructions which characterize
it (see the introduction to Module One). The task in Expository Discourse is to explain and/or
argue a thesis. Most of this book is Expository Discourse! The mainline construction in Biblical
Hebrew Expository Discourse is that one which is best suited to making a statement: the
verbless clause. Other nominal-type clauses like X-qatal and clauses formed with verbal
participles are probably high-ranking. The lowest ranking clause-types are probably yigtol and
wayyiqtol constructions. In some ways, the discourse profile scheme for Expository Discourse
is the Historical Narrative scheme flipped up-side-down. Below is a tentative discourse profile
scheme for Expository Discourse.

TENTATIVE EXPOSITORY DISCOURSE PROFILE SCHEME:
1. Mainline: Verbless clause

Off-the-line:
2. Clauses with gatal of "1

3. X-gatal of other roots
4. Clauses with yigtol with a present time reference, irrealis

5. Qatal and yigtol in dependent clauses

6. Embedded discourse Rocine 319
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Judges 16:16

Genre: HN
O > DO AT 17 YR
[Mainline] Wayyigtol ———> 1”,,21-715“1

[Mainline] Wayyiqgtol
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Genre: HN

Judges 16:17

[Mainline] Wayyigtol

— 125-92-n8 AT

[Mainline] Wayyiqgtol

BN "9 0NN

Genre: Historical Narrative

[Offline] X-Qatal: emphasis on state ——> ’W&W"?l} H?Q'Nt? :'ITWJ

[Offline] Verbless clause ——> ’pN IU;D ’gtjl D’U%N _l’;u-’la Non-standard

. word order

Genre: Predictive Narrative /’x

[Offline] X-Qatal: emphasis on state

pin i ToTa RaielRialpipPutaf

[Mainline] WeQatal

[Mainline] WeQatal

/
TDTRIO22 I M

ITT T



Judges 16:17

Genre: HN
[Mainline] Wayyigtol ——> 1j'?7-¥7?-nx njz-.un
[Mainline] Wayyigtol —> :-l:? ﬁDNZ]

Genre: Historical Narrative

[Offline] X-Qatal: emphasis on state ——> ’W&W'sl] H?Q-Nt? :'ITWJ

[Offline] Verbless clause —> ’pN IU;D ’;z_‘z D’D%N _P;u-’? onstardard
Genre: Predictive Narrative /x ) N
[Offline] X-Qatal: emphasis on state ’TD ’JPD -‘91 ’ﬂﬂz_?l DN

[Mainline] WeQatal //
DTRAT22 NN Y

[Mainline] WeQatal ITT T

In his first three responses to Delilah’s inquiries his responses were -0R yiqtols: if they bind
(vs. 7), if they bind (V. 11), and if you weave (V. 13). In contrast, we have here an -DRX gatal.




Judges 16:17

Genre: HN
[Mainline] Wayyigtol ——> 1j'?7-¥7?-nx njz-.un
[Mainline] Wayyigtol —> :-l:? ﬁDNZ]

Genre: Historical Narrative

[Offline] X-Qatal: emphasis on state ——> ’W&W'sl] H?Q-Nt? :'ITWJ

[Offline] Verbless clause ——> ’pN IU;D ’;z_‘z D’D%N _P;u-’? Nonstardard
Genre: Predictive Narrative /x ) N
[Offline] X-Qatal: emphasis on state ’TD ’JPD -‘91 ’ﬂﬂz_?l DN

[Mainline] WeQatal //
DTRAT22 NN Y

[Mainline] WeQatal ITT T

Samson is making it clear that the secret to conquering him does not lie in what others do to
him. Rather he can only be bound if he will in some way be a changed man. Remember that
the gatal is the form used to pin an attribute on its subject.




Genre: HN

Judges 16:17

[Mainline] Wayyigtol

— 125-92-n8 AT

[Mainline] Wayyigtol

BN "9 0NN

Genre: Historical Narrative

[Offline] X-Qatal: emphasis on state ——> ’W&W'sl] H?Q-Nt? :'ITWJ

. word order

[Offline] Verbless clause ——> ’pN IU;D ’;z_‘z D’U%N _l’;u-’la Non-standard

Genre: Predictive Narrative /’x

[Offline] X-Qatal: emphasis on state

12 20 ID1 AN20N

[Mainline] WeQatal

[Mainline] WeQatal

//
TDTRIO22 I M

ITT T

Our understanding is that shaved becomes the attribute of Samson. He is then weak, not
because he has lost some mystical power in his hair. He has lost his holy identity. The hair is
one of the marks of his consecration to YHWH. Whereas the narrator earlier avoided the
gatal form when describing Samson’s love for Delilah, here Samson himself uses the gatal
form in revealing the secret of his strength, his holy identity.
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Genre: HN
[Mainline] Wayyigtol

[ROTfIine]tgatakl in de(rj). Clause: ——> ]nb'sn'nx N‘-‘S 'rﬁ}ﬂ‘ﬁ: nsWNjnl
el. past backgroun T . T X I T 2 o
[Mainline] 2 Wayyiqtols ——> HDN% D’Dwsg 7jjpt7 Q}{jpnl nzﬁwnl
Genre: Hort. . .
[Mainline] Imperative ];W/ﬂ}{’tm'rﬁ}n'ﬁ? DQQU 1:7;]

gere kethib D’nwss QJJWQ ;?;sx 127331

10773 §027 17U

ITT o
Genre: HN /

[Mainline] Wayyigtol

Judges 16:18

[Offline] Qatal in dep. clause




Genre: HN
[Mainline] Wayyigtol

[ROTfIine!cCt);atakl in de(rj). Clause: > ]nb'sn'nx N‘-‘S 'rﬁlﬂ‘ﬁ: nsWNjnl
el. past backgroun T . T 4 I T : o
Mainiine] 2 Wayvigros |— ARG OAWHA 0% RIpm nown
Genre: Hort.

Mainline] mperative =129 IR 1 1‘7 T30 DYAN Y

" DMWY 10 IR 19D

TQ(T:

ITT
Genre: HN /

[Mainline] Wayyigtol

Judges 16:18

[Offline] Qatal in dep. clause




Genre: HN
[Mainline] Wayyigtol

[RO1|°fIine]t folatakl in de(rj). Clause: ——> ]nb'sn'nx N‘-‘tj 'rﬁlﬂ‘ﬁ: nsWNjnl
el. past backgroun T . T 1 I T : . d
Mainline] 2 Wayyictols [— ARG DAWYA 0% RIpm nown
Genre: Hort.

Mainline] mperative =129 IR 1 1‘7 T30 DYAN Y

Mo cipl: Rinlol N E It

TQ(T:

Mainline or offline? ITT
What genre?
Genre: HN

[Mainline] Wayyiqgtol

Judges 16:18

[Offline] Qatal in dep. clause




Genre: HN
[Mainline] Wayyigtol

[ROTfIFi)ne]thlatakl in de(rj). Clause: —> ]nb'sn'nx N‘-‘tj 'rﬁlﬂ‘ﬁ: nsWNjnl
el. past backgroun T . T 4 I T : o
[Mainline] 2 Wayyigtols ——> HDN% D’Dwsg 'Ijjptj QNjTPn]_ ntﬁwnl
Genre: Hort. . : ’
[Mainline] Imperative ];W/ﬂ}{’tm'[ﬁ}n'ﬁ? DQQU 1:?;]

gere kethib D’nwsﬂ QJJWQ :—l’w?N 1591

Judges 16:18

[Offline] Qatal in dep. clause

TV 2y <
What is this? . 5 27 y
Mainline or offline? What kind of waw? .D-n[-;; ‘.‘DLDU 1 ) S-J—l
What genre? * consecutive/conversive/reversive/ha-hipukh or

* conjunctive

Genre: HN
[Mainline] Wayyiqgtol




Genre: HN
[Mainline] Wayyigtol

[ROTfIine]tgatakl in de(rj). Clause: ——> ]ns'sn'n& an —PJI-I-’D nsWNjnl
el. past backgroun T . T X I T : o
[Mainline] 2 Wayyigtols ——> HDN6 D’Dwsﬂ ’jﬁps c&jpnl n§wn1
Genre: Hort. . .
[Mainline] Imperative ];Wjﬁ}ln'v? DQQU 1:7;]

gere kethib D’nwss QJJWQ :?;SN 1:?331

//
[Mainline] Isolated Weqatal :D-PB "\DPU 1273]’1

ITT ) —¢T 7
Genre: HN /

[Mainline] Wayyiqgtol

Judges 16:18

[Offline] Qatal in dep. clause

RULE: An isolated weqatal that stands in for a wayyiqtol within a wayyiqtol
string marks a climactic or pivotal event in a narrative. (Rocine p. 322)




Genre: HN
[Mainline] Wayyigtol

[Offline] Qatal in dep. Clause: ——> ]ns's;-nx Nnt? -ry}‘-l-qu H?ijpl

Rel. past background

[Mainline] 2 Wayyigtols ——> HDN6 D’Dwsﬂ ’jﬁps Q}{jpﬂl nzﬁwnl

Genre: Hort. .
[Mainline] Imperative 1;@-&7’?”"? DQQU 1:7;]
[Offline] Qatal in dep. clause qere  kethib D’nwss ’JJWQ ::P‘SN .‘Z?ITJ.‘

Judges 16:18

//
[Mainline] Isolated Weqatal D72 r‘DLDU 12?3]71

ITT <

Genre: HN
[Mainline] Wayyigtol

RULE: An isolated weqatal that stands in for a wayyiqtol within a wayyiqtol
string marks a climactic or pivotal event in a narrative. (Rocine p. 322)

We will spend a lesson on this rule in Module Four [Rocine Lesson 37, p. 212]. The point is
for this reading that the lords of the Philistines had not earlier come up to bind Samson. But
Delilah had control of Samson for sure this time, so she was calling in the “big guns.” The
Hebrew writer marks the lords’ coming up as a pivotal event in Samson’s life, and so it is.
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Judges 16:19
Genre: HN

e e 273D NI
[Mainline] Wayyigtol ——> wvx‘v RIPA]
e WY Nig7nn pIwne mon
[Mainline] Weyyigtol [——= iniaw9 Hnm
Mainline] Wayyiatol |-—— :vhn na 707
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Genre: Historical Narrative

[Mainline] Wayyigtol

>

Genre: ?

[Offline] Verbless Clause: Scene setting

[Mainline] Wayyiqgtol

>

[Mainline] Wayyigtol

>

Genre: Predictive Narrative

[Mainline] Cohorative

[Mainline] Cohorative

>

Judges 16:20
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Genre: Historical Narrative n,sun 1D nlﬂ, ,JD y_!: xt? &17‘1

T T °° )T

)

)

[Offline]
Qatal in dep. Clause: rel past background
X-Qatal: Topicalization of YHWH

[Offline]
X-Qatal/Irealis:
Scene setting, attributive




) ) _ Judges 16:20
Genre: Historical Narrative

[Mainline] Wayyiqtol ——> WDN.ﬁ]

Genre: ?

[Offline] Verbless Clause: Scene setting ——> mhﬂnw :PT?KTJ D’DwSD
[Mainline] Wayyigtol ——> ]ﬁ;wn I)P_’l

[Mainline] Wayyigtol ———> HDN;I

Genre: Predictive Narrative

[Mainline] Cohorative ——> bgb: DQQD Nﬁ&

[Mainline] Cohorative ——> jDJN]
Al
Genre: Historical Narrative : 2 )
9PN 0 MY I YT XD RIM
ITT °° JT (T H J* -7 d H
i i
[Offline] [Offline]
Qatal in dep. Clause: rel past background X-Qatal/Irealis:
X-Qatal: Topicalization of YHWH Scene setting, attributive

Here we have not only the gatal in a dependent clause but an X-gatal. This construction and
the preceding irrealis are used to summarize the “state-of-things” at the end of the episode.




Conclusion: The “Samson Reveals the Secret of His Strength” account is one episode in the
larger story, the “Life of Samson.” The “Life of Samson” is, in turn, one part of the account
given by the book of Judges. If indeed the theme of the book of Judges is “maintaining a holy
identity,” the account of Samson and Delilah serves the theme well. Moreover, even the
forms applied by the writer both in the narration and direct speech serve the theme well. In
the reading we have seen yiqtol and wayyiqtol verb forms which express emerging action
played off against those constructions which are of a stative or adjectival nature, namely the
X-gatal, weqatal, verbless clause, 1'® clause, and irrealis. These verb forms are strategically

placed by the writer as follows:
A wayyigtol Vs. 4 as an episode “opener” where an X-qatal is expected

Three yiqtols Vss. 7, 11, 13 in which Samson lies about what others may
do to him to take his strength away

A series of five stative clauses Vs. 15 in which Delilah criticizes Samson’ s character

A series of six stative clauses Vs. 17 in which Samson reveals his holy identity and the
secret of his strength

An irrealis and X-qatal Vs. 20 as a summary of Samson’s state after he had lost
his an identity




