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The predominant way to express instrumentality in biblical Hebrew seems to be with the 

preposition ְּ ב. I found one case that appears to be an ‘adverbial accusative’ (see Psalm 39:1 below). 

 

Genesis 38:14 

סְּ כַַ֤ עִיף ְּבְַּוַת  צָּ  
she covered herself with a veil 

 

Exodus 21:18 

הוְְּּּ ְּאֶת־רֵעֵֵ֔ ה־אִיש  הִכָּ בֶןְּא֣וְֹּב ְּו  ףְּב ְּאֶֶ֖ ר ֹ֑ אֶג   
and a man strikes his neighbour with a stone or with a fist 

 

Exodus 34:20 

הְְּּ דֶ֣ ְּתִפ  טֶרְּחֲמוֹר  הְּב ְּוּפֶַ֤ שֵֶ֔  
the firstling of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb 

 

Numbers 4:11 

וְֹּ כִס֣וְּּא תֵ֔ חַשְּב ְּו  ֹ֑ הְּע֣וֹרְּתָּ סֵֶ֖ מִכ   
and they shall cover it with the skin of a badger 

 

Numbers 15:30 

ה׀ְְּּ ר־תַעֲשֶ֣ פֶשְּאֲשֶֶֽׁ הַנֶֶּ֜ הְּב ְּו  מָָּ֗ דְּ֣רָּ יָּ  
the person who acts with a high hand 

 

Numbers 20:20 

וְֹּ אתֵ֔ רָּ ְּלִק  אְּאֱדוֹם  דְּוְּּב ְּוַיֵצֵַ֤ בֵֶ֖ םְּכָּ ה׃ב ְּעַַ֥ ֶֽׁ ָקָּ ַ֥דְּחֲזָּ יָּ  
Edom came out to meet him with a large army and with a strong hand 

 

1 Samuel 17:45 

יְּ אְּאֵלֵַ֔ ֣ ְּבָּ ה  יְּאַתָּ תִֵ֔ לִש  ְּאֶל־הַפ  וִד  אמֶרְּדָּ רֶבְּוְּּב ְּוַי ַ֤ יתְּוּבְַּחֶֶ֖ וֹןְּב ְּחֲנִ֣ כִידֹ֑  
David said to the Philistine, you come to me with a sword and with a spear and with a javelin 

 

1 Samuel 28:12 

קְּ עֶַ֖ וֹלְּב ְּוַתִז  דֹ֑ ק֣וֹלְּגָּ  
she cried out with a loud voice 
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1 Kings 20:38 

שְּ חַפֵַ֥ יו׃ְּבְָּּוַיִת  ֶֽׁ רְּעַל־עֵינָּ אֲפֵֶ֖  
he disguised himself with a bandage over his eyes 

 

1 Chronicles 11:23 

יוְּ ֶ֖ בֶטְּבְַּוַיֵֵַּ֥֥רֶדְּאֵלָּ ֹ֑ שָּ  
he went down to him with a staff 

 

2 Chronicles 25:2 

אְְּּ קְּל ֶ֖ ֹ֑הְּרַַ֕ הוָּ עֵינֵ֣יְּי  רְּב  ֶ֖ שָּ ם׃ְּב ְּוַיַַ֥עַשְּהַיָּ לֵֶֽׁ בְּשָּ ַ֥ לֵבָּ  
he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, yet not with a whole heart. 

 

Psalm 2:9 

ר עֵםְּ ְּ֭ בְֶּב ְּת  ם׃ְּשֵ֣ צֵֶֽׁ נַפ  רְּת  יְּיוֹצֵ֣ לִֶ֖ זֶֹ֑לְּכִכ  טְּבַר   
You shall break them with a rod of iron 

 

Psalm 39:1 

יְּ פִַ֥ הְּל  ַ֥ רָּ מ  וֹםְּאֶש  סֹ֑ מַח   
I will guard my mouth with a muzzle 

 

Psalm 78:14 

םְּ חֵ֣ הְְּּבְֶּוַיַנ  לָּ י  לַָ֗ ל־הֶַּ֜ כָּ םְּו  ֹ֑ ֵּ֣֥ןְּיוֹמָּ נָּ ש׃ְּב ְּעָּ א֣וֹרְּאֵֶֽׁ  
 In the daytime he led them with a cloud, and all the night with a fiery light. 

 

Jeremiah 15:7 

םְּ רֵַ֥ אֶז  הְּב ְּוָּ רֶֶ֖ מִז   
I have winnowed them with a winnowing fork 

 

Jeremiah 36:23 

ְּ הָּ  עֶ  רָּ ֵּ֥ק  רְּב ְּיִֶֽׁ עַרְּהַס פֵֵ֔ תַ֣  
he would cut it off with the razor of a scribe 
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Habakkuk 1:15 

ְּ לֹּה  הְּב ְּכֻּ עֲלֵָּ֔ הְּהֵֶֽׁ ֣ חַכָּ  
each of them with a hook he brings up 

 

Malachi 3:9 

יםְּבְַּ רִֵ֔ אָּ םְּנֵֶֽׁ ְּאַתֶ֣ ה  אֵרָּ מ   
with a curse you are cursed 


