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Strong Piel

Perfect Imperfect Pret/Juss/Cohrt Active Part

3ms ד  ק� פ� ד  ק� פ� י	 ד  ק� פ� י	 ו� ד ק� פ� מ	
3fs ה  ד� ק	 פ� ד  ק� פ� ת	 ד  ק� פ� י	 Passive Part

2ms ת�  ד	 ק�� פ� ד  ק� פ� ת	 ה  ד� ק	 פ� א� - - -
2fs ת	  ד	 ק� פ� י  ד� ק	 פ� ת	
1cs י  ת� ד	 ק�� פ� ד  ק� פ� א� Imperative Infinitive Cons

3mp דו  ק	 פ� דו  ק	 פ� י	 ד  ק� פ� ד  ק� פ�
3fp ה  נ� ד	 ק�� פ� ת	 י  ד� ק	 פ� Infinitive Abs

2mp ם  ת� ד	 ק� פ� דו  ק	 פ� ת	 דו  ק	 פ� קוד  ד/ פ� ק� פ�
2fp ן  ת� ד	 ק� פ� ה  נ� ד	 ק�� פ� ת	 ה  נ� ד	 ק�� פ�
1cp נו  ד	 ק�� פ� ד  ק� פ� נ	



Strong Piel

Perfect Imperfect Pret/Juss/Cohrt Active Part

3ms ד  ק� פ� ד  ק� פ� י	 ד  ק� פ� י	 ו� ד ק� פ� מ	
3fs ה  ד� ק	 פ� ד  ק� פ� ת	 ד  ק� פ� י	 Passive Part

2ms ת�  ד	 ק�� פ� ד  ק� פ� ת	 ה  ד� ק	 פ� א� - - -
2fs ת	  ד	 ק� פ� י  ד� ק	 פ� ת	
1cs י  ת� ד	 ק�� פ� ד  ק� פ� א� Imperative Infinitive Cons

3mp דו  ק	 פ� דו  ק	 פ� י	 ד  ק� פ� ד  ק� פ�
3fp ה  נ� ד	 ק�� פ� ת	 י  ד� ק	 פ� Infinitive Abs

2mp ם  ת� ד	 ק� פ� דו  ק	 פ� ת	 דו  ק	 פ� קוד  ד/ פ� ק� פ�
2fp ן  ת� ד	 ק� פ� ה  נ� ד	 ק�� פ� ת	 ה  נ� ד	 ק�� פ�
1cp נו  ד	 ק�� פ� ד  ק� פ� נ	

Characteristic: Doubling 2nd Radical

1. Doubling expressed as a dagesh forte in second consonant

2. Present in all forms

3. Sometimes dagesh forte missing due to "coal mine" rule.1 

(Only affects forms with vocalic suffixes because these are the
forms that have a shewa under the second radical.)

1 The "coal mine" letters (ן י� מ� often drop the dagesh forte when followed by a vocal shewa (see (קול	
Paul Joüon and T. Muraoka, A Grammar of Biblical Hebrew (Rome: Editrice Pontificio Istituto Biblico,
1993), 83).
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Perfect

First Vowel: Hireq (all forms)

(does not reduce because in a closed syllable)
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Perfect

Second Vowel: Tsere (3ms)
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Perfect

Second Vowel: Shewa (before vocalic sfx)
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Second Vowel: Patach (before consonantal sfx)
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Imperfect

Prefix Vowel: Vocal Shewa
(compound shewa under aleph in 1cs)

IMPORTANT marker of the Piel
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Theme Vowel: Tsere
(except where reduced due to vocalic sfx)
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Imperfect

Characteristic Pattern: shewa + patach + tsere

NOTE: Do not confuse with the Niphal.
Both sound like i + a + ay but . . .

Different Vowels
Niphal: hireq + qamets + tsere ד ק� פ� י�
Piel: shewa + patach + tsere ד ק� פ� י	

Different Doubling
Niphal: 1st radical doubled ד ק� פ� י�
Piel: 2nd radical doubled ד ק� פ� י	
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Preterite, Jussive and Cohortative

Like imperfect EXCEPT dagesh forte of the waw consecutive may drop
due to "coal mine" rule.1

Will drop for yod (a "coal mine" letter): ד ק� פ� י	 ) ו�  not ד ק� פ� י	 (ו�

Will not drop for tav or nun: ד ק� פ� ת	 ו� ד  ק� פ� נ	 ו�  

With aleph the patach of the waw lengthens to compensate for the fact
that alpeh cannot double: ד ק� פ� א�  ו�

1 The "coal mine" letters (ן י� מ� often drop the dagesh forte when followed by a vocal shewa (see (קול	
Paul Joüon and T. Muraoka, A Grammar of Biblical Hebrew (Rome: Editrice Pontificio Istituto Biblico,
1993), 83).
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Imperative and Infinitive Construct

Same as imperfect without the prefix. 

(Note: the dagesh in the peh is a dagesh lene which just happens 
to be there because the consonant is a begadkephat letter.)

NB: First vowel is patach. (cf. Qal is shewa or hireq)
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Participle

Prefix: Mem

Vowels: Same as imperfect
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Infinitive Absolute

1. Usually the same as Infinitive Construct.

2. May have holem waw (or holem) which is characteristic of 
the Infinitive Absolute.

NB: First vowel is patach. (cf. Qal is qamets)
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Identical Forms
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Similar Forms

Remember: Hireq = Perfect
Patach = Imptv / Inf Cons / Inf Abs


